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Note from Principal Walker 

Dear BPES Community,  

Wow the year has flown by quickly.  I want to thank you for all of your support throughout the year. This year 

has been amazing and I am very proud of the growth and development of our students. As we continue our 

focus on instructional and social/emotional growth I have a few suggestions for the Summer.  

1. Visit Museums and Historical Sites- The Baltimore/Washington Corridor is filled with many opportunities 

for different  learning experiences.  Visiting these sites provide children with opportunities to connect their 

present lives to the past. 

2. Get Outside- Look for ways to stay physically active. 

Monitor Screen Time-  Think about ways to use technology to prepare for next year. Think about summer 

reading, math apps and ways to use technology to best prepare for the next school year. 

I hope you have a wonderful and relaxing summer vacation.  

       Rodney Walker, Principal 

 

Spring Concert 

 

Hello BPES Music Family! 

Both the Chorus and Instrumental Music Concerts are fast approaching. Both con-

certs will be held at the Chesapeake Arts Center on Tuesday, June 5th, 2018. The 

Band/Orchestra Concert will start at 6:00 pm. The Chorus Concert will start at 

7:00 pm. ALL students should wear their BPES Music T-shirts and blue jeans. 

Please arrive early and remind kids to bring all necessary materials (i.e. instru-

ments and music folders) to be prepared for the concert. 

Please contact Mrs. Israel or Ms. Hess with any questions. 

Thank you! 
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 Our Mission: In partnership with the school community, we will provide a safe, positive, and nurturing learning environ-
ment focused on PBIS and developing positive student relationships. Instruction will be aligned to rigorous standards that 
will focus on the whole child which includes cultural arts and arts and humanities. We strive to ensure that all students 
receive quality instruction and enriching experiences that develop responsible, productive, and respectful citizens for the 
next generation.  

Our Vision Brooklyn Park Elementary will be a place of excellence; in which we believe all students can succeed. We be-
lieve all students will achieve their full potential in their academic, creative, and moral development with the support of 
parents, staff members, and the community.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

June1 

 Donuts with Dad 

8:00-8:45 a.m. 

June 5 

Bruster’s Ice Cream 

 Fundraiser Night 5-8:00 p.m. 

Evening Concert at  

The Chesapeake Arts Center 

6:00 p.m. Band/Orchestra 

7:00 p.m. Chorus Concert 

June 8 

Field Day For Students Only 

June 13 

Last day for Pre-K 

June 14  

Two-hour early dismissal 

June14 

5th Grade Promotion 

6:00 p.m. 

BPES Cafeteria 

June15 

Two-hour early dismissal 

Last Day for School 

Important Dates This Month 

 

From the Health Room 

 

Please remember to pick up any medications for 

your child from the Health Room by the end of 

school on June 15, 2018. Any medications left in the 

health room after the last day of school will be 

discarded according to guidelines. We hope 

everyone has a safe and healthy summer.  

 

Melody Browning, RN  

School Nurse 

 

 

 

Lost & Found 

Please ask your child check the Lost & Found. 

Any items left on June 19th will be donated to 

charity. 
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Mrs. Chisholm’s Corner 

 

 

 

Wow!  It is June!  Can you believe it!?  We have had such an exciting year 

here at BPES.  We started our year with a community picnic and back to 

school night.  We celebrated our students with perfect attendance for the 

first marking period with a parade through the hallways.  We enjoyed 

some beautiful music at our winter concert.  We welcomed a new art 

teacher in January.  There was a fun dance party for every student who 

had perfect behavior throughout the building during second marking 

period.  Then we recognized students who achieved honor roll for the 

third marking period with popcorn and a movie.  All of our teachers have 

used class dojo to communicate and recognize students.   

 

Still to come will be field day, our spring concert, and recognition of stu-

dents who have had perfect behavior through the fourth marking peri-

od.  We are also excited to welcome Kona Ice back to our school.  We will 

end our year with fifth grade promotion.  

 

Thank you for all of your support throughout this school year and I hope 

everyone has a safe, fun summer filled with new experiences and oppor-

tunities. 



 

CLASSROOM NEWS 
 

Prekindergarten 

 

Prekindergarten will spend our last weeks together reviewing the alphabet letters and their 

sounds, blending words, and reading lots of terrific stories. We will also be working with ma-

nipulatives to practice addition and subtraction.  June 13th is the last day for Pre-K.  Have a ter-

rific summer and don't forget to read, read, read!   

 

Kindergarten 

 

Kindergarten students are preparing to be first graders! We are working on identifying parts 

of speech and becoming more fluent with addition and subtraction facts within 5. Please contin-

ue working on reading and practicing math facts with your child now and over the summer. 

We will be celebrating the kindergarten students at the end of the of the year. Details will be 

coming soon! 

 

First Grade 

 

Math: Problem Solving – Unknown in all positions using adding and subtraction. Avoid using 

key words and use a variety of strategies. HOME SUPPORT Add within 100: roll four dice, make 

a four two-digit number and find the sum. 

Reading: Read and spell words with digraphs (or, oar, ore, oo) and diphthongs (ou, ow, oi, oy). 

Read and spell two syllable words with prefixes such as re_ and un_.  

Science /Social Studies: Making “choice” decisions regarding wants, needs, goods, and ser-

vices • Understanding how “invention” may solve challenges . 

 

Second Grade 

As we wrap up the school year, we would like to thank you for your continued support and 

communication this year. Even though we only have a few weeks of school left, we are still do-

ing everything we can to help our students grow and learn the most they can. In math we are 

continuing to work on building arrays and using repeated addition, creating and reading vari-

ous types of graphs, telling time and counting money. In Language arts we are finishing up 

with writing poetry, and building independent readers. Our students have shown much growth 

over this school year, not just academically, but also socially and behaviorally. We are still re-

inforcing our school rules and what it means to show respect for self, learning, others and 

property. Homework is still being given weekly. The final homework will be collected on June 

15. Some important dates coming up in June are: June 7th, we have our final math assess-

ment for the county. The students will have to read this one independently. June 8th is 

Field Day; for students only!  June 14th and June 15th are both 2 hour early dismissal days.  

 

 



 

 

 Third Grade 

June is here! Third grade has been filled with new and exciting things. We are very proud of the 

growth that the third graders have made as they are on their way to become 4th graders. As we 

finish out the year please remember that every day is still a school day, we are learning new and 

exciting things, as well as reviewing things that will begin in 4th grade to strengthen their 

knowledge! As things come home consider keeping a notebook or two and having your child 

keep a "Summer Vacation Journal" to practice their writing. Just write down the fun things they 

did every day. You will be surprised how much this helps children and their writing! Also, READ, 

READ, READ...sign up for the Summer Reading at the library and read every day; reading is cru-

cial for academic success, so practice reading and talking about what they are reading every 

day at some point. Math summer practice calendars will also be coming home to practice math 

skills. We will discuss this in math class but have your child use their homework folder we have 

used all year and keep their math work in this folder. They will need to turn it in to their 4th 

grade teacher for a special surprise next year. Make sure to have a safe and fun summer!!  

 

Fourth Grade 

Reading- In the month of June, students will be reading a variety of readers’ theaters and focus-

ing on applying the structural elements of dramas. Every reader will be working on reading his/

her part fluently, with expression, and at a reasonable rate. To celebrate our learning, will be 

presenting our readers’ theaters for the Kindergarten classes. 

Math- This month in math will be a culminating unit focusing on the four operations to solve 

problems and use place value understanding and properties of operations to perform multi-digit 

arithmetic. By the end of 4th grade, it is expected that students add and subtract whole numbers 

within 1,000,000 using the standard algorithm, and multiply and divide multi-digit whole num-

bers using strategies such as partial product and area model for multiplication and partial quo-

tient and area model for division. Mastery of these skills will be essential in preparation for 

learning new concepts in 5th grade.  

Fifth  Grade 

In math, we will be focusing on multiplying and dividing using the standard algorithm. Please 

encourage you child to practice his/her basic facts every night! During guided reading, we will 

be focusing on expository texts. The students will be identifying the main idea and supporting 

details, summarizing using important events, and identifying how the author’s message is relata-

ble. The students will be writing personal narratives of their favorite memory at Brooklyn Park. 

Some of the students will be asked to share their narrative during our promotion ceremony.   

Promotion practice will be from June 11-14th. It is very important that your child is present, as we 

will be reviewing the expectations for our ceremony. We are looking for any pictures to add to 

the 5th grade slide show. If you have any pictures from any 5th grade events, please email them 

to Mrs. Winfield at lwinfield@aacps.org.  
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10 Ways To Prevent Summer Slide 

 
Did you know that children can lose up to three months of academic progress over the sum-

mer?  Over 100 years of research continually shows this trend. 

 

Here are ten things you can do to help your child avoid the summer slide: 

 

1. Read EVERY day!  Read non-fiction, fiction, ebooks, poetry, newspapers and read out 

loud! For most children, twenty minutes is an appropriate amount of time to read for a child 

who is an independent reader. Most libraries have a wonderful summer reading program 

with incentives and rewards for books read over the summer. 

2. Cook with your children.  This is one of the best ways to integrate math, reading and fol-

lowing directions.  Let your child design the menu too!  Help your child put together their fa-

vorite recipes in a cookbook. 

3. Plant a garden.  Your child will gain responsibility and pride as they watch their plants 

grow and thrive. 

4. Take a field trip to a museum, zoo or local park with walking trails.  Keep a journal about 

your travels. 

5. Learn a new word each week!  Hang it on the fridge and see who can use it the most times 

throughout the week. 

6. Enroll in a quality summer program that will provide your child with opportunities to build 

their critical thinking skills.    

7. Play quick games with flashcards like Math War or Concentration to keep math skills 

sharp. 

8. Listen to Audio Books during your road trip. 

9. Take pictures and make a summer scrapbook. 
 

10. Did I mention READ?!  If your child does nothing else this summer make sure he/

she is reading! 
 

Just like with playing a sport, Reading and Math are skills that must be practiced.  When a 

child spends hours a day hitting a baseball, swimming, shooting a basketball, they will pro-

gress. But say he then stops hitting balls for three months or takes a few months off from swim-

ming. Will he hit a ball on the first swing?  Will he swim as efficiently as before?  No, but if he 

practices a few times a week, will he be able to regain the previously learned skills relatively 

quickly? Yes! It is important to keep your child’s mind engaged over the summer so they will 

not fall victim to the summer slide. 

 

 

 



 
 

 

  Avoiding the Math Summer Slide 
 

 According to research from Duke University, math skills decline more over the summer 

months, than any other academic skill.  It is possible for some students to lose up to 3 months 

of learning over summer break.  Our students and teachers have worked very hard in math 

this past year, and we don't want to see this happen.  Our Math Team, at Brooklyn Park Ele-

mentary, is asking for your support.   HELP our students avoid the SUMMER SLIDE. 

 

  During the last week of school, our students are going to be coming home with a summer 

math calendar.  Our teachers have created a little daily math activity for your child to work 

on, so they don't lose what they have learned this past year.  It is our hope that all of the stu-

dents take a few minutes, each day, to work on their daily activity.  A few minutes each day 

will help our students avoid the summer slide!  Our mathematicians will be ready for math, 

once September arrives. 

 

  Students who return their completed calendars, the first week of school, will be recognized 

for their hard work!  Thank you in advance for your support! 

  

 

 

 

 

 


